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JOWA “LIBRARY COMMISSION. 


OBJECT: To aid in the establishment and develop- 
ment of free and other public libraries in the State of 


Towa. 
MEMBERS. 


~w BRIGHAM, Chairman, Des Moines. 
Geass E. MacLean, Iowa City. 
Joux F. Rices, Des Moines, : 
> ‘Mrs. Horace M. Towner, Corning. 
Mrs. Davip W. Norris, Grinnell. 
Mrs. Henry J. Howe, Marshalltown. 
Cart. W. H. Jonnston, Fort Dodge. 


Auce 8. TYLER, Secretary, Des Moines. 


ARTERLY is mailed free to all public libra- 
ee trustees of free public libraries in the 


Fant} of Iowa. 


Davenport as a Meeting Place 
for the I. L. A. 


“Tt doesn’t take long to stay a week 


in Davenport.’’ This was the greeting 
from the local teachers to the South- 
éastern Teachers’ Association when 
they came to Davenport in 1908. . We 
extend an equally cordial weleome to 
the I. L. A. and trust that the librarians 
‘will find Davenport a city of interest in 
many ways. 
“Situated on the Mississippi river, with 
high bluffs giving an extended view, the 
site of the city was visited by many of 
the early explorers. Here Joliet and 
nette found a village of the Illini. 
ere Yebulon M. Pike, the intrepid, 
‘camped on a tour of the river in 1805. 
The historic village of Black Hawk, 
4 a revolutionary battle was fought 


ral 
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in 1781, between the Indian allies of 
Great Britain and American soldiers, 
under George Rogers Clark, is located 
about two miles from Davenport on the 
Illinois side of the river. This village 
also was the scene of hostilities in two 
later Indian wars. 

In 1816 Fort Armstrong, one of the 
outposts of the frontier, was established 
on Rock Island in the Mississippi river, 
opposite the city. It was garrisoned for 
20 years and it was to this fort that the 
first white settler of this region came. 
He was Col. George Davenport for whom 
the city was named, and his old home is 
one of the points of interest on the is- 
land. The island is now generally 
known as the Government island to dis- 
tinguish it from the city of its name, 
and is the seat of the great government 
arsenal. 

Other islands in the river here have 
been the scenes of international conflict. 
Battles in the War of 1812 were fought 
on Campbell’s island and Credit island. 
The latter, now called Suburban island, 
is very near the west end of the city and 
is now used as a summer recreation park. 

While the city is proud of its war 
record, it is equally proud of the fact 
that a famous treaty was signed here. It 
was the treaty between General Scott 
and. the Saes and Foxes. It transferred 
to the white man 6,000,000 acres of land 
in Iowa. Keokuk was the principal 
chief in attendance and he stipulated 
that the young French interpreter, An- 
toine LeClaire, be given a square mile of 











land where the treaty was signed and an- 
other at the head of the rapids of the 
Mississippi... This was done and LeClaire 
built his cabin on the treaty site. It has 
been replaced by the Rock Island R. R. 
freight depot. 

On the same day that the treaty was 
signed, Sept. 21, 1832, Col. Davenport 
entered the first claim in the Wisconsin 
teritory, to which this region belonged, 
for his 15-yearold son. That fall he 
built a house of lumber shipped by water 
from Cincinnati. This structure was the 
first frame house built in Iowa, and in- 
deed in all Wisconsin territory. It is 
now standing at 557 College Avenue, 
and is easily told from the modern 
houses’ which surround it. 

Coming down to more recent times, we 
find that Abraham Lincoln appeared as 
counsel for the railroad company when 
the first bridge across the Mississippi at 
this point was fought as an obtruction 
to navigation. Gen. Robert E. Lee, of 


the Southern army, at that time a young 
captain of engineers, surveyed the rapids 
and furnished the information for Lin- 


coln’s defense. 

In the Civil War one of the govern- 

ment camps was maintained here. It 
was ealled Camp MeClellan and is well 
known to Iowa soldiers. A few years 
ago the old buildings were torn down and 
the site transformed into one of the 
finest residence sections of the city. 
. Perhaps the most interesting feature 
of Davenport today is the great govern- 
ment arsenal, or series of workshops, 
with quarters for the officers and ord- 
nance detachment of the government is- 
land. It is said to be the largest arsenal 
- in the world and employs about 2,500 
men. It is situated in the center of the 
island, the remainder of which is a beau- 
tiful park of several hundred acres. 

Another institution which will inter- 
est our visitors is the Academy of Sci- 
ence. It was organized December 14, 
1867, and now its museum and library 
occupy two buildings and are very 
erowded for space. The library is a 


valuable scientific one, open each af.’ 
noon for reference use. 4 
Other educational institutions 
State Orphans’ Home ; St. Ambroge gy. 
lege, a Catholie school for Ri 
Catherine’s School for Girls, Epj “il 
and the Academy of the Immamin 
Coneeption, a Catholic school for om 
beside some smaller schools ang 4 
numerous parochial and’ publie 
The High School building occupies th 
former site of Griswold College, dit 
may be of interest to know that 
College, now situated at Grinnell, Wa 
founded in Davenport. Its first hom 
still standing on W. 7th street, ve 
erected in 1847. In 1859 it moved» 
Grinnell and the Griswold School, later 
Griswold College, was founded. 
Davenport is the cathedral city fy 
both the Roman Catholie diocese of Day. 
enport and the Episcopal diocese of Iw, 
We might go on indefinitely and tg 
of the city’s parks, its newspapers, its 
club houses, commercial affairs and mg. 
ufactories, its churches, its hospitals an 
philanthropic societies ; but these may} 
taken for granted as part of the daily 
life in a city of 43,028 inhabitants, 
However, one more institution musth 
mentioned and that is the Publie i 
brary. In 1839, when the total 
ulation of the whole county was 
1,000, a meeting was held for the px 
pose of organizing a library association 
15 people were present and $115 ws 
subseribed. | 
We have no records of this early ve 
ture, but in 1854, a Young Men’s Libray 
Association was founded and opened it 
doors with a collection of 2,000 book 
From that time until 1900 there wai 
library in the city governed by a libray 
association and supported by subsetip 
tions, gifts and entertainments. In Ja 
uary, 1900, Mr. Carnegie offered theeity 
$50,000 for a library building, whicht 
fer was accepted; and the first li 
Board was appointed by the Mayor. 
amount was later increased to $75,000 
In June, 1903, the Public Libray 
was opened in the Cook Memorial 
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ing and in May, 1904, the new Carnegie 

ing was dedicated with appropri- 

ate ceremonies and the library moved in- 
its permanent home. ; 

At present the library contains over 

yolumes and its circulation in 


4909 was 158,430. Books are distributed 


eight of the city schools and a 
ago the first deposit station was 
in West Davenport. 

The Board of Trustees, Librarian and 
staff of the Davenport Public Library 
jook forward with much pleasure to 
meeting the members of the I. L. A. 

Grace D. Rose, 
Librarian of the 
Davenport Publie Library. 


Iowa Library Association 


OFFICERS. 
Mz. Irvine B. RicuMan, President, Mus- 
eatine. 

Mss Vina E. Ciark, Vice-President, . 
Ames. 
Mrs. FuoreNce G. ANpERS, Second Vice- 

President, Iowa Falls. 

Miss Linuian B. ARNOLD, Secretary, Du- 
buque. 
Me. J. W. Ricu, Treasurer, lowa City. 

An outline is given below of the Pro- 
gram of the Twenty-first Annual Meet- 
ing of the Iowa Library Association to 
be held in Davenport, October 11-13, 
1910. The Illinois Library Association 
will meet at the same time in Rock Island 
and three joint sessions of the two Asso- 
ations have been arranged. Rock Is- 
land is easily accessible from Davenport 
and one of the joint sessions will be held 
in that city. The other two will be held 
in Davenport. 

All regular sessions of the Iowa Lib- 
rary Association will be held in the Club 
Rooms of the Davenport Public Library, 
but the joint sessions held in Davenport, 
will be in St. John’s M. E. Chureh. The 
Hotel Davenport has been selected as 
headquarters, being immediately across 
the street from the Public Library aud 
those who expect to attend should write 
directly to the hotel and engage rooms. 
The New Kimball Hotel is also a very 
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desirable hotel. Cafes are in the hotels 
and there are other cafes and restaurants 
conveniently located. 

There will be a reunion of the stu- 
dents of the Iowa Summer Library 
School Tuesday afternoon, and it is also 
expected that former students of the 
Library School of the University of Il- 


‘linois will have a reunion dinner Wed- 


nesday evening. 


PROGRAM. 
TUESDAY AFTERNOON, OcToBER 11. 


2 :00—Addresses of Welcome, by the 
Mayor of Davenport, Mr. A. C. 
Mueller and Judge C. M. Water- 
man, President Library Board. 
Response by Miss Vina E. Clark, 

Ist Vice-President. 

Address by the President, Mr. 
Irving B. Richman, Muscatine. 

Reports of Officers, Secretary 
and Treasurer. 

3:30—Paper: Creating a Demand by 
Supplying It, Miss Fanny Du- 
ren, Waterloo. 

5 :00—Iowa Summer Library School Re- 
union ‘‘over a cup 0’ tea’’ at 
Hotel Davenport. 

TUESDAY EVENING a reception will be 
given at the Davenport Outing Club by 
the Davenport Library Board to the 
members of the Iowa and Illinois Library 
Associations. 

WEDNESDAY FoORENOON, OcTOBER 12. 

9 :00—Business Session. 

Library Commission Report on 

extension work, by Miss Tyler. 

Five Minute Report of District 
Chairmen. 

10 :00—Rural Extension under the town- 
ship law, Miss Ellen I. True, 
Onawa. 

Discussion : Extension to 
country neighborhoods; exten- 
sion to rural schools. 

11 :00—Address. State Associations and 
the A. L. A., Mr. Chalmers 
Hadley, Seeretary A. L. A. 
Round Table of College and 

Reference libraries will be con- 
ducted simultaneously with 
































above session by Mr. L. L. 
Dickerson, Grinnell at 10:00 
o’clock. 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON. 

2:00—Joint session of the Iowa and 

Illinois Library Associations, 

Miss Edna Lyman presiding. 

General Theme: Editions of 
elassics for children: ‘‘Old 
tales and modern adapta- 
tions,’’ Miss Mary Douglas, 
St. Louis. Robinson Crusoe 
in many renditions, Miss 
Ruth Gatch, Des Moines. 
Value of one syllable versions 
of the classics, Miss Ada L. 
Whitcomb, Chicago. 

Some desirable editions of 
Arabian nights, Miss Lyman. 
WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

8 :00—Joint session, held at St. John’s 

Church, Davenport. 

The relation of libraries to play- 
grounds and outdoor life in 
cities, Mr. E. B. DeGroot, Chi- 
eago and Mr. H. E. Legler, 
Chicago. 

THurspDAY Mornine, Oct. 13. 
9 :00—Business session, election of offi- 
cers. 
10:00—Trustees’ responsibilities. 

The library tax levy and its 
basis. 

The public library and the Com- 
mission form of city govern- 
ment. 

Discussion participated in by li- 
brary trustees from various 
publie libraries. 

Report of Legislative Committee, 
Mr. H. M. Reed, Waterloo, 
Chairman. 

THURSDAY APTERNOON. 


2.00—Joint Session, held at St. John’s 

Church, Davenport. 

Some principles of book selec- 
tion, Miss Elva Bascom, Edi- 
tor A. L. A. Booklist. 

3 :30—Address: The modern novel, Pro- 
fessor Richard Burton, Univ. of 

Minnesota. 






100 





Library Growth and Library 
Laws 4 


In the development of any grow 
work, new conditions are 
arising which necessitate modi 
and changes in existing laws, or the ep. 
actment of new ones. Hence the library 
Jaws made many years ago cannot be ex. 
pected to entirely meet the needs gf 
present day conditions, when Iowg has 
made such rapid advancement in 
affairs. Furthermore, new library 
lems have developed throughout fh» 
country and possibilities exist for growth 
in our libraries that were unheard of ty 
years ago. For this reason it seems gy 
sirable that we should survey 
conditions in Iowa and take note of egp. 
tain matters that the Iowa Library Aggy 
ciation should seek to remedy in op 
state laws, vitally effecting the progres 
of our free public libraries. There ap 
now 106 such institutions in this 
standing for uplift and help 
opening wide the door of opportunity t- 
any who will make use of the books pr. 
vided at public expense. It seems unnee. 
essary that certain handicaps, that ar 
in the law, should continue to exist, now 
that they are evident, when slight 
changes would simplify some matters of 
library administration. 

Library trustees and librarians ap 
more or less familiar with the provisions 
of the Iowa Code regarding public i 
braries, and for convenience, the Library 
Commission has reprinted in leaflet form, 
the library laws as given in the Code ani 
Code Supplement with amendments, Th 
expressed wishes of trustees and librat- 
ans regarding certain changes have been 
gained by letter and conversation, and 
are here presented for consideration. 

Number of Trustees.—Section 728 of 
the Code. regarding library trustes 
might be amended without disturbing 
the workings of the law, reducing th 
number of trustees from nine to five @ 
seven. Those who have been connetted 
in any way with the work of organ 
tions know that a Board of nine met 
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+s not so satisfactory a working body 
eat Board, and that it will prob- 
ably average about five active workers. 
The term of office of all library trustees 
be made five years, with one trus- 

tee appointed each year ; this would give 
inuity to the work of the Board in 


a much better way than the present law 


, of Trustees.—A clause could 
be inserted in same section regarding in- 
active or delinquent trustees. Provision 
could be made declaring vacancies in the 
Board in case of members absenting 
themselves from meetings of the board 
for several consecutive meetings, while in 
the city and in good health. Such per- 
sistent absences weaken the board. The 
following amendment has been suggest- 
ed: Insert after the word ‘‘city,’’ in line 
seventeen of Section 728, the clause, ‘‘or 
from three consecutive regular 
meetings of the Board, except in case of 
sickness or temporary absence from the 
city, without sending a written excuse 
therefor to the secretary, shall render his 
office as a trustee vacant.’’ 
Tax Levy.—The question of the tax 


levy is fundamental. The limit placed © 


upon it by the Code, Section 732, has 
served in some communities to hamper 
the progress and development of the li- 
brary. It is the experience in a majori- 
ty of our libraries that the amount of 
the tax levy allowed by law, even when 
reaching the limit of three mills in towns 
or cities under 6,000 population, is not 
sufficient to maintain the library build- 
ing properly, pay adequate salaries for 
skilled librarians, build up the collection 
by making frequent purchases of books 
and provide the necessary expenses for 
extension work and publicity in order to 
bring the library to the attention of the 
people and relate it to the other interests 
of the city. Art collections, museums, 
local history collections, free lectures, 
stereopticon entertainments and various 
means of stimulating the ideals and 
tastes of a community, naturally relate 
themselves to books, and the public li- 
brary is the logical center in many com- 
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munities for such activities. This cannot 
be done, however, without funds, and as 
the limit of tax levy is now fixed the 
funds cannot be provided. If the limit 
be raised to not less than five mills, this 
would make increase possible in towns 
where it is needed; if not necessary the 
Board would not, of course, recommend 
any increase, as the law is simply per- 
missive and not mandatory. In some 
states no limit is named in the state law 
for the library levy, it being left to each 
community to determine. There are, 
however, some reasons why it seems bet- 
ter for a limit to be named in the law, 
one of these being that a city council 
thereby feels assured that an overly-en- 
thusiastic library board cannot seek an 
unreasonable amount; and another is, 
that in towns, just making a library be- 
ginning, the amount named gives them 
a basis for estimating the amount that 
will probably be needed to adequately 
develop a library. 

Commission Cities.—The new problem 
which confronts libraries in cities under 
the Commission plan of government, is a 
complicated one, and it is recognized 
that there should be some legislation that 
will define the powers of the trustees, or 
make it clear that the general library 
law applies in cities under the Commis- 
sion plan. If the number of library 
trustees in such cities were made five in- 
stead of three, it would undoubtedly 
give strength, and should the general law 
reduce the number in all other cities and 
towns to five there would again be uni- 
formity. 

Rural Extension.—The township ex- 
tension law has in it the elements for 
developing the small libraries of Iowa in 
such a remarkable degree that it seems 
extremely important that the weak 
points in the law shall be strengthened, 
and the adoption of its provisions for the 
various townships and libraries encour- 
aged. The law as it now stands seems to 
indicate that each year the township tax 
levy may lapse. unless definite action is 
taken by the township trustees, and it is 
very probable that renewing the tax levy 




















will be overlooked and neglected in many 
instances. It therefore seems very dez- 
sirable to insert a clause in Section 592 
of the Code, providing that unless a re- 
quest is made by the residents of the 
township to discontinue the levy, it shall 
be renewed from year to year. It is 
barely possible that this point could be 
covered by a clause in the contract en- 
tered into between the Library Board 
and the Township Trustees. 

The above suggestions are here pre- 
sented because of the fact that the Iowa 
Legislative session will be held this win- 
ter. If any changes in the present law 
are to be undertaken by the Library As- 
sociation they should be duly considered 
by the Library Trustees, whose co-opera- 
tion and support are absolutely essential 
to secure the enactment of library meas- 
ures and these points should be discussed 
at the coming State meeting at Daven- 


port. 


American Library Association 


The American Library Association 
held its thirty-second annual meeting at 
Mackinac, June 30th to July 6th, with 
an attendance of about six hundred. 

There was a large representation from 
the Middle West, in which Iowa had her 
share. The headquarters, the Grand 
Hotel, commanded a beautiful view of 
the lake and islands and afforded ample 
accommodations for the guests and also 
rooms for the meetings of the special 
sessions and general sessions, the later 
being held in the Casino. The broad pi- 
azza of the hotel afforded a delightful 
opportunity for furthering acquaint- 
ance, and many impromptu library con- 
ferences, and on Friday, July 1st, Mich- 
igan day, five o’clock tea was served 
there, after the drive about the island. 

In the evening the first general session 
was held, with the address by the Presi- 
dent. Mr. Hodges on ‘‘An Anathema 
Upon Fingerposts.’’ This was followed 
by a program of Michigan songs, leg- 
ends and history. 

At the second session Mr. Hadley, 
Secretary of the A. L. A., presented a 
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report of the work for the yu. 
and Dr. C. H. Judd, Director of g’ 
School of Education, Chicago Unjyes 
pd —— as a representative of the y 


The book symposium cond ey 
Mr. J. I. Wyer, Jr., New York Stax +f 
brary, was an interesting feature of ga 
session. Recent interpretations 
‘‘American Life in Fact and Piet 
ineluding Van Dyck’s ‘‘Spirit of 4 
iea,’’ Crowly’s ‘‘Promise of : 
Life,’’ Brooks’ ‘‘As Others See 
White’s ‘‘A Certain Rich ” 
Churehill’s ‘‘Modern Chroniele.’’ Con. 
nor’s ‘‘The Foreigner,’’ Cooli q 
‘*Chinese Immigration,’’ Faust’s “Gor 
man Elements in the U. §8.”’, 
‘‘Life stories of undistinguished Ame. 
icans,’’ Steiner’s ‘‘ Immigrant Tide,” 
Zangwill’s ‘‘ Melting pot’’ were present. 
ed, followed by brief reviews of othg 
recent books of fiction, travel and }j 
raphy. The literary critic, Mr. Wallag 
Rice, of Chicago, gave an interesting ad. 
dress on ‘‘ Practical book reviewing and 
manuscript reading from the inside,” 

At the third general session Mr. §, } 


‘Raneck conducted a Recreation 


sium. In his introductory remarks My, 
Ranck emphasized the fact that many |i. 
brarians have met with untimely physi 
eal breakdowns, and considered that re 
creation of librarians was a matter for 
serious thought. The symposium ep 
sisted of five minute talks on the most 
desirable recreations for librarians, ig 
which the personal preferences of those 
taking part in the discussion were se 
forth, such as tennis, golf, walking 
horse-back riding, ete. In the evening 
an illustrated lecture on ‘‘ Playgrounds 
and recreation’’ was given by Mr. Gm 
ham R. Taylor, Associate Editor of the 
Survey, setting forth the work which 
was being done in Chicago for play 
grounds and recreation centers. 

On July 4th the entire Association 
assembled in the Casino before the day's 
program began, and the Declaration of 
Independence was read, followed by the 
singing of ‘‘ America.”’ 
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Meetin various sections and 
: Rage held for the dis- 
of special problems. At the ses- 
e League of Library Commis- 
Itural —. Round 
ious methods of popularizing 
Eeerel books were discussed, also 
f reaching the farmer through li- 
' tension in rural communities, 
7 of direct service to individual 
farmers and township extension of li- 
ivileges. 
g =p el on the Program 
od Grace D. Rose, Librarian, Dav- 
ad Public Library, who spoke at the 
Se ecioval Training Section on The 
Seceatioe class in the small library, 
Mr. Johnson Brigham who gave a yeas 
“Co-ordination, the true library pol- 
a f the state’’ at the session of the 
tional Association of State Librarians. 
ie Tyler presided at one of the general 
pote in her capacity as Second Vice- 
President of the A. L. A., and Miss 
Brown who has been Secretary of the 


League of Library Commissions closed 
her term of service at the League meet- 


a breakfast was arranged for those in 
from Iowa. 

Te following officers were elected : 
President, J. I. Wyer, Jr., Albany, N. 
Y. First Vice-President, Mrs. H. L. 
Elemendorf, Buffalo, N. Y.; Second 
Vice-President, W. D. Johnston, New 
York: Secretary, Chalmers Hadley, Chi- 
cago. Executive Board: Herbert Put- 
nam, Washington, D. C.. Alice 8. Tyler, 
Iowa; Purd B. Wright, Los Angeles. 

It is quite probable that the invitation 
will be accepted from Southern Califor- 
nia for the 1911 Conference. 


Ten minutes a day devoted affection- 
ately to good books—indeed to one of the 
first order, like the English Bible or 
Shakespeare, or to two or three books of 
the second order, like Homer, Virgil. 
Milton, or Bacon—will in thirty years 
make all the difference between a culti- 
vated and an uncultivated man, between 
aman mentally rich and a man mentally 
noor.”’—Charles William Eliot. 


Honorable C. J. A. Ericson 


To scores of library workers in the 
state of Iowa the news of the death of 
Senator Ericson brought the great pain 
that comes with the loss of a personal 
friend. We had all thought of him as 
enjoying good health and probably re- 
turning home at about this time from 
the trip around the world, upon which 
he had started in February. He re- 
turned from this tour on the evening of 
July 30th looking the picture of health, 
but had been home seareely one week 
when he wai stricken with appendicitis, 
and it was found necessary to submit to 
an operation, from which he never ral- 
lied. His age was 70 years. 

Senator Ericson was a friend of 
schools and libraries and all the means 
of education, which American life af- 
fords. He was born in Sweden and 
came to this country as a boy, making 
his own way and gaining a rudimentary 
education in the common schools of IIli- 
nois, removing to Boone, lowa, in 1859. 
He was fond of travel and reading, and 
by these means became a man of wide 
knowledge and information. He took a 
deep interest in polities and was a mem- 
ber of the Iowa General Assembly in 
1871 and 1873 and again in 1895 and 
1904-8. He was recognized in the Gen- 
eral Assembly as the friend of libraries, 
and introduced. many library measures 
which have become laws. The fact that 
he had shown his interest in libary mat- 
ters in a definite and practical way in 
his home town by giving to Boone a 
handsome library building, costing about 
$15,000, and serving as a library trustee, 
gave to his support of library matters 
in the Legislature a great deal of force. 
He was deeply interested in the work 
of the Iowa Library Association having 
served as Vice-President of that body 
and repeatedly on the Legislative Com- 
mittee, attending the annual meetings 
regularly. His presence will be greatly 
missed, as well as his advice and counsel. 

He acquired a considerable fortune 
by his own persistent and honorable 
business methods, and held a position of 


103 























influence and honor in the state. He 
left a large bequest to Augustana Col- 
lege, Rock Island, and to other public in- 
stitutions and to charities. 

Senator Ericson was a man of gentle 
character with strong friendships and 
deep convictions. His place is not likely 
to be filled again in the library circles 
of the state or in the hearts of those 
whose friendship he had gained. 





Rural Library Extension 


BY CARL H. MILAM, SECRETARY 


INDIANA LIBRARY COMMISSION. 


(Extract from a paper read at the League 
of Library Commissions Meeting, Macinac 
Island, July 1910.) 


Rural extension is not a missionary 
movement, nor a thing to be thrust on 
from the outside. We must demand that, 
in the end, farmers shall pay for their li- 
brary service what it is worth und not 
what the city library (already estab- 
ished) can afford to do it for. Twenty- 
five dollars a year might pay for the 
wear and tear on all the books that would 
be lent to rural patrons in a small town- 
ship, but it is important that the farmers 
pay their quota toward the management 
of the library as a whole so that they 
may demand and receive their share of 
the librarian’s service. 

But the amount of money that may 
properly be demanded of the rural pa- 
trons, will depend upon the conception 
librarians have of what rural extension 
of libraries means. If we are going to 
be content when we have opened the li- 
brary to all the township or county, as- 
suming that the people who want books 
will come for them, we cannot expect a 
very large appropriation from our rural 
patrons On the other hand, if we con- 
sider it our duty to do some aggressive 
work to further reading and the use of 
books for reference in the county, then 
there is a need for large appropriations. 

Many different methods will no doubt 
be found for getting the books to the 
out of town citizens. The one that has 
been most widely advertised is that of 
the book wagon distribution, as carried 


on by the Washington County libra : 
Hagerstown, Md. This plan ig top gp 
known to need further discussion, — 

A common method of distribytin « 
through deposit stations. These. like: 
traveling libraries that are sent ; 
the state commissions, are put in 
conceivable sort of place—stores, 
offices, creameries, shops, private 
and schools. One county library y 
as many as 69 deposit stations, ons 
which has become a regular braneh j. 
brary supporting a reading room, he 
other county library reports sixteen & 
posit stations, receiving every 
months from one hundred tg tm 
hundred books, and besides this, colle. 
tions of books are sent to fo 
schools, exclusive of those in the eop 
seat. Some of these are strictly ref 
enee collections, others circulated to al 
the citizens of the district. The popu. 
lation of the county seat is 7,000, an 
the total cireulation in one year wy 
about 45,000. The total population g 
the county seat, exclusive of the 
seat is 24,000, and the recorded cireyh 
tion through branches and schools abog 
21,000. 

The record of a library in a small}. 
diana town that has recently d 
a very good township work may be gu 
gestive. The committee from the 
board appointed to consider the 
tion recommended first, the establish 
ment of deposit stations in two sehudl 
districts farthest from the library, Te 
places decided upon for these two se 
tions were the homes of well know 
farmers. The first collections of bods 
included a large proportion of works @ 
farming, with the result that the second 
request for books from those distries 
was accompanied by a plea for mom 
light reading. It was reported, hor 
ever, that one’ patron had boldly rel 
every book in that collection. 

The kind reeeption given to this offer 
encouraged them to further trial an 
another was placed, not, however, until 
after the librarian and one member df 
the Board had paved the way by a visit 
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school. The teacher’s co-opera- 

og already been secured and time 
was given for a little talk by the librar- 
ian about the use of books as school 
helps; a stury was told to the interest- 
ing points and the book designated that 
would tell them the rest. The li- 
brary was then taken to its destination, 
the home of a most intelligent and pro- 
ive familly, well liked by every- 
body in the neighborhood. The exten- 
sion agitation continued and a request 
was soon received from a fourth dis- 
trict. This new community specified that 
few books of fiction were desired. They 
wanted books on farming and other 
weighty topics. The families in this 


. neighborhood had met previous to their 


request, and decided upon the place 
where it should be kept. 

This township is six miles square. It 
has a population of about 1,800, exclu- 
sive of the town, with its population of 
1300. The assessed valuation of town 
is over $830,000, of the township, over 
$300,000. The total library income is 
$334, $261 of which is paid by out-of- 
town people. The town is situated in 
the extreme northwest corner of the 
township, but the deposit station system 
has placed a good collecion of books 
within three miles of every citizen. 

Another thing that the librarians who 
are doing rural extension work, should 
keep in mind, is that part of their per- 
sonal attention belongs to the out-of- 
town patron. A retail book seller who 
claimed recently to have made between 
seventy and one hundred thousand dol- 
lars in three years, mentioned as one of 
those things which make for success his 
being on the floor, ready to speak to his 
customers. ‘‘They always like to see the 
boss,’’ he said. The librarian should not 
only be on the floor at the central li- 
brary frequently, she should somehow 
make it possible to visit at intervals the 
districts whose patrons never reach the 
main library. In a large county system 
the chief librarian cannot, of course, 
find much time for this sort of thing but 
some one who knows books and is quali- 
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fied to speak intelligently about them, 
should meet the people of the rural dis- 
tricts, individually or in groups at reg- 
ular intervals. These patrons should 
pay for and receive their share of all li- 
brary service. 

None of the states, not even Califor- 
nia, with its elaborate new system, has as 
yet a perfect law. Some have none at 
all dealing with this question. It will be 
the duty of each commission to decide 
what sort of system is best suited to the 
conditions of the state in which it works, 
and then to seek to have a law enacted 
making such a system possible. Several 
things will need to be considered before 
this can be decided. Perhaps the most 
fundamental question to be answered is 
concerning what the unit is to be. In 
New England the towns are veritable 
republics; in the South and West the 
county is the important unit of taxation 
and local government; in the central 
states and Middle West, we find a com- 
bination—in some states the townships 
are powerful, in some they are merely 
nominal. These things must be taken in- 
to consideration. 

When this and other questions have 
been settled and the law is passed, con- 
siderable agitation will be necessary to 
persuade the public to take advantage 
of it. 

When the librarians have had their 
attention called to the new law, we must 
then turn to the trustees. Some persua- 
sion is frequently necessary with them. 
If they are in a large city, they will 
probably assume a ‘‘ What-is-there-in-it- 
for-us’’ attitude, and wherever they are, 
they are likely to believe that the farm- 
ers will not be willing to pay taxes for 
a library, and that any effort to per- 
suade them to do so will be wasted. 

When librarians and trustees all un- 
derstand rural extension and are con- 
cerned about it, we still have the public 
to convince. This time it is a rural pub- 
lie but the methods of persuading farm- 
ers that they should have library privi- 
leges for their children will not be very 
different from the methods used to se- 
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eure library organizations in the towns 
and cities. Perhaps the only difference 
of importance will be that we now en- 
joy the co-operation of librarians and 
trustees. 

It is not enough that the library be 
free to everybody ; it is not enough that 
country school teachers be allowed to 
take several volumes and sub-let them 
to country pupils. There should be a 
complete system of deposit stations, and 
traveling libraries, and if it is a county 
system, there should be several reading 
rooms; the rural school problem should 
be studied and special work done to as- 
sist country teachers; the, clubs in the 
country should receive the same atten- 
tion that the clubs in town receive ; rural 
patrons should be allowed long time 
loans ; and the librarian should find time 
to visit the rural centers, become ac- 
quainted with the needs and prepare to 
meet them. The main library of each 
township if well situated, can make. it- 
self the active intellectual center of a 
rural community with more success than 
of the town or city alone. 

Workers for rural extension might 
well keep in mind the following provi- 
sion from the old’ Wyoming county li- 
brary law: ‘‘In the management of the 
library, the best possible provision shall 
be specially made for the convenient use 
of the books thereof by the residents of 
such county, residing out of the town 
wherein the library is situated.’’ 


Iowa Summer Library School— 
1910 


The tenth session of the Summer Li- 
brary School was held at Iowa City, 
June 20th to July 30th. The instruction 
was varied somewhat from previous ses- 
sions by scheduling the subject of classi- 
fication in advance of cataloging. It 
was thought that it might be better to 
separate the two major subjects, classifi- 
eation and eataloging, and the experi- 
ment proved the wisdom of the plan. 
Daily instruction in classification cov- 
ered the first two weeks, with instruction 
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parallel with it. Mrs. Karen M, Jae, 
son, of the Cataloging Staff of the Upp _ 
versity of Chicago, well known in con. 
nection with her work with the Minne 
sota Library Commission, gaye 

course in classification and the minop 
subjects. Cataloging was the major sub. 
ject for the last four weeks; daily ang 
parallel with this, the reference work 
was continued and. certain minor sub. 
jects, except during the two weeks of 

the special course in children’s work 
Miss Bertha T. Randall, Assistant Catg. 
loger, in the Carnegie Library, Pitts. 

burgh, gave the cataloging course ang 

her previous experience as an instructor 

in the Illinois Library School, coupled 

with her admirable work in Pittsburgh, 

gave to the students a most excellent 

course. 


Miss Edna Lyman gave the two weeks . 


course in ‘‘ Library work with children” 
as heretofore, and the evaluation of 
books was especially emphasized. Migs 
Lyman has developed an excellent bagis 
for this work, with actual daily work in 
evaluation, with blank forms for report. 
ing upon each book. The choice collec. 
tion of children’s books for the use of 
the pupils was an important feature of 
Miss Lyman’s course. The course in 
Reference books, given by Maleolm @, 
Wyer, the University Librarian, has 
been strengthened each year, the class 
profiting by the knowledge and experi- 
ence of Mr. Wyer in connection with 
University requirements. 

Lectures were given by visiting l- 
brarians ; the class especially enjoyed the 
lectures illustrated with lantern slides, 
given by Miss Linda A. Eastman, Vice. 
librarian of the Cleveland, Ohio, Publie 
Library, on the extension work of the’ 
Cleveland library system. Her lectures 
were replete with practical ideas whieh 
could be adapted to use in small librar- 
ies. The class was favored by an enter- 
taining lecture by President MacLean 
of the University, on the work of Dr. 
Furnivall, the great Shakespearian stud- 
ent, who was a personal friend of Pres- 











in reference work and minor gubjeom 
















jdent MacLean. The Seeretary of the 
A. L. A., Mr. Chalmers Hadley, gave a 
most stimulating and suggestive lecture 
to the class on ‘*The place of the li- 
prary in the community. 


B. Whitmire, Waverly ; Beatrice Wight- 
man, Waterloo; and Ethel L. Wiles, Des 
Moines. 
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Types of Stories fer Boys 






ne ‘as given by Professor B. 

: e was given by ; z ; 
he aebough, bat Superintendent of : Every rages | is reagan: of times 
or a State Historical Society, on the work by parents and teachers for an estimate 
ib f that Society and its relation to the of certain classes of books,—the Alger 
nd ae libraries of the state. Mr. John- ‘Series, the Barbour group, the Henty 
rk public State Librarian, spoke on 00ks, the Stratemeyer stories. The 
1b. son _— saath woltem * and Miss V#luation placed on the latter series may - 
of > oon oem Librarian of the Daven- ‘Serve as a typical illustration of. the 
rk. Grace V. | Lib ary. spoke on ‘‘Phases {form which is given in print to the an- 
ta port paki habe ve Af n.’? Lectures ‘Wer returned when such a query is re- 
eS "7, oy the Director, Miss Tyler, ceived. 
nd Se eeeetical matters of library manage- STRATEMEYER BOOKS FOR BOYS. 

- ment, and by Miss Margaret W. Brown, Good points. 
ed the Vice-director. Characters held up for admiration are 
, Admirable living arrangements were ‘moral. 

7 secured at Svendi Hall, the dormitory Wicked are punished and virtue is re- 
ks for young women which was opened by _ warded. — 

no Miss Anna Berkley last year. This is Not sensational to any great degree. 
t the building formerly occupied by St. Though the grammar is poor, there is 
= Agatha’s School, but has been vag a little slang and no 
i ed into a most attractive home for vulgarity. 

7 sen women students at the University. Weakness. 

7 The rooms are artistic and comfortable Crude in style and plot. 

¢- and an exctllent table under the personal Contain nothing which appeals to the 
of supervision of Miss Berkley gave to the boy’s finer feelings, as the Barbour 
of students and instructors a pleasant home books do. 

in during the necessarily wearing experi- Give false views of life. Hero achieves 
i ence of school work during the hot — as re ry pp Fosraye 
; weather. rather than by effort. Most o 
a ‘The total enrollment of students was _ characters either heroes or villains. 
‘i. nineteen. One of these was from Kan- Very little value in the travel element. 
th sas, one from Illinois, four from Nebra- Summary. 

ska and the remainder from Iowa. Their Best reason for excluding from ‘public 

i. names are as follows: Frances J. Barker, library, the fact that there are many 
ne Villisea; Mrs. Ida E. Capps, Hastings, other boys’ books which -have 
Neb.; T. J. Fitzpatrick, Lamoni; Daisy greater literary merit, and are truer 
: Houck, Grand Island, Neb.; Helen Lob- to life, and at the same time as in- 
ie dell, Norfolk, Neb.; Georgia Lutke- teresting. 
re: meyer, Jacksonville, Ill.; Olivia Me- Could be used, possibly, as a step in 
0s Cabe, Des Moines; Elizabeth L. Malla- advance of the Alger books, as they 
h lieu, Kearney, Neb.; Eleanor Moody, are not immoral, and are elementary 
r Keokuk; Rose O’Connor, Sioux City; enough to be easy reading for the 
r Katharine Pierce, Marion; Cornelia boy who has not formed the reading 
n Plaister, Dubuque; Edna B. Robertson, habit. 

r. Oskaloosa; Vera A. Tinker, Mason City; —vExtract from a paper in the Educational 
i. Elizabeth Walpole, Goodland, Kan.;  Bi-monthly, April, 1910, by Henry E. Legler, 
5. Nellie J. Wellman, Cherokee; Mrs. Mary Librarian Chicago Public Library. ) 
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Boone.—A great loss has come to the 
Erieson Public Library of Boone and 
the library ¢ause in the state, in the 
death of Hon. C. J. A. Ericson, who 
died August 7th, after a brief illness im- 
mediately following his return from a 
trip around the world. He gave the li- 
brary building to the city and had been 


- President of the Board for several 


years. More extended notice of Senator 
Erieson is given in another column. 

Cedar Rapids—Miss Helen Har- 
wood, formerly of the Cedar Rapids li- 
brary, who was librarian of the Tipton 
Publie Library in 1908, and later be- 
came librarian at Minot, N. D., was mar- 
ried September 10th to Mr. Sherman 
Yates, one of the trustees of the Tipton 
library. 

Centerville—The need of a diction- 
ary eatalog for the Drake Publie Li- 
brary has long been felt and Miss Ida 
L. Lange, of the Library Commission, 
was engaged in that work during July 
assisted by the librarian Miss Galt and 
Miss Eels. : Printed Library of Congress 
cards were used where available. Some 
changes have been made in the shelving 
of the books which add to the conveni- 
ence and attractive appearance of the 
building. The small rooms to the right 
and left of the-entrance have been 
shelved and the doors taken down giving 
the effect of aleoves; these are used for 
children’s aleove and a reference al- 
cove. 

Cherokee.— Miss Nellie Wellman, 
who has been assistant in the Public Li- 
brary was advanced to the position of 
Librarian upon the resignation of Miss 
Swem, who has gone to the Morningside 
College Library. Miss Wellman at- 
tended the Summer Library School at 
Iowa City the past summer. 

Davenport.—The library staff of the 
Public Library has been recently 
strengthened by the addition of two new 
members. Miss Mildred Dean, Children’s 
librarian, from Eau Claire, Wis., who 
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will have charge of the children’s 
and school work; and Miss Bertha 
ers, a graduate of the Wisconsin Libp 
School and recently from the Clevelana 
Public Library, for the delivery dep 
work. J 

Des Moines—Drake University — 

Miss Rae Stockham, has been elects 
librarian of Drake University ang on 
sumed her duties with the opening of the 
fall semester. Miss Stockham igs a resi. 
dent of Des Moines and received her jj. 
brary training at the New York Stay 
Library School at Albany. Migs Eva 
Fitch, formerly librarian of the Charly 
City Public Library has been appointeg 
cataloger. 

Des Moines—Library Commission 
Miss Edna Lyman, Advisory Childreny 
Librarian, of the Library Commiggign 
left for a brief trip abroad immedi 
after the close of the Summer Library 
School and will return October Ist. Dur 
ing the fall she will spend several weely 
in the state in work for the Commissign, 

A book by Miss Lyman, entitle 
‘*Story Telling: what to tell and how t 
tell it’? has just been issued by A. 
McClurg & Co., Chicago. It-will be of 
the greatest help to mothers, librarians 
and teachers and all who are interested 
in bringing to children the very best 
literature through the form of the story, 

Dubuque. — Again the Carnegie 
Stuot Public Library has been remem. 
bered by a bequest of $1,000.00 from the 
John B. Glover estate. Three picture 
have been presented for the Art Room 
of the Library from Mrs. Ward of 
Washington, D. C., who recently gave 
the handsome Indian book by Curtis to 
the Library. 

Eldora.—Mrs. Mabel Wheelock has 
been elected llibrarian of the Eldon 
Publie Library, succeeding Miss Greef. 
Mrs. Wheelock spent some weeks in the 
Waterlou Publie Library, under Miss 
Duren, familiarizing herself with mod- 
ern library methods, previous to taking 
up her work. 

Pairfield—Parsons College.—Miss. 8. 
M. Aken, a graduate of Pratt Institute 
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School, has been elected librar- 
jan of Parsons College and assumed her 
‘new duties at the opening of the college 


Vows City—Miss Bessie Stover has 
resigne® her position as assistant in the 
Public Library and is now on the staff 
of the State University library. Miss 
Hazel Hayward, formerly with the Ma- 
son City library, who is completing her 
studies at the State University this year, 
has been elected to succeed Miss Stover. 
Miss Alta Sample has succeeded Miss 
luce as assistant in charge of the chil- 
dren’s room. 

lowa City—University Library.—The 
library staff has two new members to fill 
the vacancies made by the resignation of 
Miss Harriet E. Howe and Mr. Vander 
Jee. Miss Roberts has been advanced to 
the position of Head Cataloger and Miss 
Shafer has been made Reference assis- 
tant. Miss Bessie L. Stover and Miss 
Della F. Northey are assigned to the 
Cataloging Department. Both received 
their training in the Illlinois Library 
School. Miss Stover’s home is in Iowa 
City and she has been on the staff of the 
lowa City Public Library. Miss Northey 
has been librarian of Rockford College, 
Rockford, Ill., for the past two years. 

The University Library has been se- 
lected as the Iowa Depository of a dup- 
lieate card catalog of the Library of 
Congress. This enables students through- 
out the state engaged in research study 
to know what the Library of Congress 
contains on the subjects that have been 
covered by the printed ecards. It is a 
considerable task to keep this enormous 
collection of cards filed properly as they 
are being added to continually. Miss 
Grace Jones, formerly of Highland Park 
College Library, was engaged for several 
months in filing these cards. 

Monroe.—The question of a library 
tax was submitted to the electors of 
Monroe at a special election in July and 
was defeated. The result is most dis- 
couraging to the earnest group of women 
who have maintained a Library Associa- 
tion there for the past few years, and 
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who have collected about 600 books, 
which they were willing to donate to the 
town. : 

New Hampton.—Much interest has 
been manifested by citizens since the oec- 
cupancy of the new Library building 
and a number of gifts of books have been 
received. Recently a cast in relief of 
Guido Reni’s Aurora was presented to 
the children’s room by Dr. W. B. Hill 
of Marquette University, Milwaukee, 
formerly of New Hampton. A pair of 
medallions.—Thorwaldsen’s Night and 
Morning, were donated by two of the li- 
brarians,—Misses Porter and Grimsby. 

Children’s day was celebrated on 
April 11th, by a story hour program 
given by Miss Florence Ward of the 
State Teachers’ College. 

A highly prized addition to the library 
is an autograph copy of the song ‘‘The 
Little Brown Church,’’ presented by the 
author, Dr. W. S. Pitts, a resident of 
the county. 

Osceola.—The Board of Library 
Trustees have accepted plans for the 
new Carnegie library building to cost 
$10,000.00, and it is hoped the contract 
may be let soon. Mr. J. V. Banta is 
chairman of the Building Committee and 
has given careful attention to the plan. 
A beautiful corner lot has been secured 
for the building. 

Sac City—A special election was 
held in Sae City, July 12th, to vote upon 
the question of establishing and main- 
taining a free public library and the re- 
sult of the vote was favorable for the li- 
brary by a majority of 188. A Library 
Association has maintained a library for 
the past three years and will turn over a 
good collection of books as the nucleus 
of the city library. 

Mr. Carnegie has offered to provide 
the money for the erection of a library 
building and his offer will doubtless be 
accepted. 

Sioux City—The librarian of the 
Publie Library of Sioux City, Mrs. R. A. 


Oberholtzer, has resigned her position - 


after a service of about fifteen years in 


that library, the resignation taking ef-— 























fect September 1st. Mrs. Oberholtzer has 
seen the library outgrow its present 
quarters and make a beginning in ex- 
tension work, and her interest in and la- 
bors for the library cover a longer period 
than her librarianship, as she served as 
a library trustee before taking up the 
work of a librarian. Her wide knowl- 
edge of books has been at the service of 
the people of Sioux City and has had 
its influence on the standards of reading 
in that library. Mrs. Oberholtzer feels 
the need of rest and an extended vaca- 
tion. 

Miss Jeannette M. Drake has been 
elected to the position of librarian at 
Sioux City and entered upon her duties 
September 26th. Miss Drake is a gradu- 
ate of the Library School of the Uni- 
versity of Illinois, and has had several 
years library experience in various ¢ca- 
pacities. She has been associated for 
some time with the work of the Wiscon- 
sin Library Commission as a field work- 
er and organizer and also as an in- 
structor in the Wisconsin Library 
School. Previous to this she was librar- 
ian of the Jacksonville, Ill., Publie Li- 
brary. Miss Drake spent the summer in 
travel in Europe. 

Miss Mary E. Watkins, a graduate of 
the Wisconsin Library School, and ree- 
ently with the Wisconsin Legislative Ref- 
erence Department, has been appointed 
on the staff of the Sioux City Library as 
desk assistant. 

The adoption of the Commission plan 
of government resulted in the reduction 
of the member of library trustees from 
nine to three, these being, Mrs. Julius 
Pappe, President, Dr. John P. Savage, 
Secretary and Mr. R. H. Burton-Smith. 


Sicux City—Morningside College.— 
Miss Blanche V. Watts, librarian of the 
College library, has been granted a 
year’s leave of absence to attend the Al- 
bany Library School. Miss Jessie P. 
Swem, formerly librarian of the Chero- 
kee Public Library, has been eleceted 
her successor. 


Valuable Iowa Magazine Set . 


Librarians in the State of Towa, and 
library trustees as well, are asked 
collect any and all single numbers 
complete volumes of the Midland Month. 
ly that may be available in their loeal 
communities. This periodical was dig 
continued in 1899, but may have been 
preserved in attics or elsewhere, and ay 
appeal in the local paper may find them 

The Midland Monthly was publisheg 
in Des Moines by Johnson Brig’ 
from January, 1894, until June, 1899. 
the last few numbers were issued from 
St. Louis, after the sale of the magazin 
by Mr. Brigham, and it was discontip. 
ued with the issue of June, 1899. Th 
set is therefore complete in 11 vol 
Jan., 1894, to June, 1899, the last yo), 
(11) consisting of only five numbers, the 
one for May not having been issued. The 
magazine is replete with interesting mg 
terial relating to Iowa and the Middle 
West and a set should be in every Iows 
library. 

The Library Commission has issued g 
complete index of the set, in pamphlet 
form, and it will be furnished free of 
charge to all Iowa libraries having sets 
or parts of sets. For reference use, this 
Index will be of the greatest value; it 
was prepared on cards for such use in 
the State (Reference) Library by Miss 
Lavinia Steele, and this was made avail- 
able by the Library Commission, be 
eause much valuable material would 
thus be made accessible by printing and 
distributing the Index. 

Any Midland Monthlies not needed 
by the local library will be gladly ae 
cepted by the Library Commission and 
transportation on same will be paid, as 
we are desirous of aiding as many l- 
braries in the state as possible to com- 
plete sets. é 

Notify the Seeretary of the Commis 
sion, in case you know of any Midlands 
that are available. 

Single copies of the Index will be sold 
to individuals for 25° cents each. 
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